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District Conference 2025 schedule 
Friday, October 3rd through Sunday, October 5th 

all times in PDT 
 

 

DAY/TIME SCHEDULE BLOCK 

FRIDAY 
4:00pm-5:30pm  Arrival and settling in 

 
5:30pm-7:00pm  

 
Dinner break 
Dining Hall, Zoom room will be open for fellowship time 

7:00pm  
 

Program Session 1 
Forest Dell lodge and on Zoom  

 

SATURDAY 
 

8:00am-9:00am  
 

Breakfast break 

9:00am-12:00pm  
 

Program Session 2 
Forest Dell lodge and on Zoom  

 
12:00pm-1:30pm  

 
Lunch break 
Dining Hall, Zoom room will be open for fellowship time 

1:30pm-5:30pm  
 

Program Session 3 
Forest Dell lodge and on Zoom  

  
5:30pm-7:00pm 

 
Dinner break 
Dining Hall, Zoom room will be open for fellowship time 

7:00pm Program Session 4 
Forest Dell lodge and on Zoom  
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SUNDAY 
 

8:00am-9:30am  
 

Breakfast break 

 
9:30am-10:30am  

 
Worship service 
Forest Dell lodge and on Zoom  

10:30am-11:00am  Departures 
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Pacific Northwest District 
Church of the Brethren 

 
Our District comprises the Church of the Brethren congregations throughout Washington and Oregon, 
as well as the online congregation, Living Stream Church of the Brethren. All who are members of any 
of these congregations form the body of our District—the District is not separate from us, but rather 
we are the District in our collective body.  
 
The District serves to administer and coordinate the religious and business activities of the Church of 
the Brethren within the bounds of the District. As enumerated in our District constitution, there are 
four directives that further guide our District activity: 
 
1. Facilitate connection among member congregations and camps within the district. 
 
2. Support member congregations and camps in building denominational 
     connections. 
 
3. Organize district-wide materials and program options for spiritual and    
     community edification. 
 
4. Support member congregations and camps in their individual ministries and 
            operations. 
 
Our annual District Conference is a meeting to which attending members from the 
District congregations come in order to give implementation to District purposes. District Conference 
is the final authority of the District on polity, program, and procedure. Additionally, our District 
Conference offers an opportunity for us to gather together in fellowship, worship, and discussion.  
 
Our District Board serves to manage and administer the work of the District throughout the year. The 
Board is the legal agent of the District and is empowered to act on behalf of the District Conference 
between annual gatherings, except for those actions specifically reserved for the District Conference. 
This work is also supported by additional positions working to further specific purposes and 
functions of the District.  
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Pacific Northwest District 
Church of the Brethren 

Leadership Structure 
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Map of our District Congregations 
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Business Session Agenda 
Note: our business session items will be woven throughout our time together,  

rather than taken up all in one block of time 

 

I.​  Review consensus decision-making model​
 

II.​  Review minutes of the 2024 District Conference​
 

III.​  Reports​
 

IV.​ Columbia-Lakewood Community Church​
 

V.​ Webcasting at Annual Conference​
 

VI.​ Leadership slate​
 

VII.​ Proposed 2026 budget​
 

VIII.​  Recognition and celebrations​
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Standing Committee Delegate Report 

Patrick Fiegenbaum 
 

I was pressed into service at the end of May to be the Standing Committee delegate from 
the Pacific Northwest District. At the time, I had been prepared to serve as the delegate 
from Peace Church, so when I was asked to be on Standing Committee. Eileen was asked 
to be the Peace Church delegate. 

The business before Standing Committee was much as it is each year: finalizing the 
ballots to be presented during Conference; receiving reports from various committees; 
and consulting with denominational leadership teams (Bethany Theological Seminary, 
Council of District Executives, Eder Financial, Global Mission, Leadership Team, Mission 
and Ministry Board Leadership, and On Earth Peace Leadership). 

In addition to these matters, Standing Committee received the final report from the 
Organizational Structure Sub-Committee. This white paper was referred to the Review 
and Evaluation Committee as a matter of advice and counsel for their task. We also 
received the report of the committee created to review the 2014 Revision to the Special 
Response Process. 

Outside Standing Committee’s usual duties, we conducted a Listening Session with the 
Bridgewater Church of the Brethren in the Shenandoah District. This was the first ever 
Listening Session conducted under the auspices of a recent change in Standing 
Committee duties. Bridgewater requested the Listening Session to voice concerns about 
long-standing tensions between the congregation and its District, specifically about 
Bridgewater’s willingness to host and officiate a same-sex marriage and the District’s 
opposition to permit this. The District has notified the congregation that the District will 
consider defrocking any licensed or ordained minister who participates in a same-sex 
marriage. Both Standing Committee and the Bridgewater representatives agreed that no 
action would be taken, but that the Listening Session was requested solely to speak 
directly to the Committee. 

After Standing Committee had done its work, Annual Conference was begun. I was 
seated at a table with Amy Hager, Linda Beachly, David R. Miller, Alex McBride, and 
Sandy Shelly. Six items of Unfinished Business came to the floor: 

UB 1 – Standing with People of Color: Report received 

UB 2 – Breaking Down Barriers – Increasing Access to Denominational Events Report 
and Recommendations 
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UB 3 – Calling Denominational Leadership Report and Recommendations 

There were also six items of New Business for the delegate body to consider: 

NB 1 – Recommendation that the Agency Status of Bethany Theological Seminary be 
Renewed 

NB 2 - Recommendation that the Agency Status of Eder Financial be Renewed 

NB 3 - Recommendation that the Agency Status of On Earth Peace be Renewed 

Agency status for Bethany and Eder Financial were renewed without any issues. On 
Earth Peace’s agency status was also renewed with some controversy. I’ll let Matt Guynn 
speak to that. 

NB 4 – Query: Reducing Harm: Interim Steps to Address Suffering. Standing 
Committee’s recommendation adopted by a 301-77 vote. 

NB 5 – Query: Concerns About Current Practices Related to Matters of Sexuality. 
Standing Committee recommended that this query be forwarded to Review and 
Evaluation Committee, which was approved by the delegate body by a 232-156 vote. 

NB 6 – Recommended Cost of Living Adjustment to the Minimum Cash Salary Table for 
Pastors. Recommendation adopted by the delegates for a 2.6% cost of living increase. 

Nominating Committee 

One of the gifts bequeathed to me as Standing Committee Delegate was a spot on the 
eight member Nominating Committee. We are looking for candidates for (1) Moderator 
Elect, a three-year term; (2) Program and Arrangements Committee, three years; (3) 
Mission and Ministry Board for Area 3 (covering east coast districts) and our area, Area 5 
covering Idaho, Pacific Northwest and Pacific Southwest Districts, five years; and (4) 
Pastoral Compensation and Benefits Advisory Committee, five years, laity position. 
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On Earth Peace 
2024 Annual Report 

On Earth Peace Values, Vision, and Mission Statements 

Values: 

Jesus-Centered Spirituality - We follow Jesus into the work of justice and peace. We 
share in spiritual practices and develop faith resources to help undergird our programs. 

Positive Peace - We learn, teach, and practice dynamic forms of peacemaking which see 
conflict as an important tool to meet needs, address injustice, correct imbalances of 
power, and seek healing and reconciliation. 

Anti-Racism/Anti-Oppression - We commit to name and undo barriers to participation 
in our programs based on identity, and to work for full inclusion and equity for all who 
wish to join in our work. We commit to the long-term transformation of On Earth Peace, 
the church, and society. 

Intergenerational Leadership - We nurture peacemakers and leaders, and honor the 
wisdom, skill, and experience of all generations. 

Beloved Community - We commit to raising the levels of relationships until justice and 
peace prevail, and all people attain their full human potential. 

Vision: 

On Earth Peace envisions a world in Beloved Community free from oppression, violence, 
and war. 

Mission:  

On Earth Peace’s mission is to develop and walk with leaders and communities who 
work for justice and peace.   

2024 Highlights: 

●​ 4 Affinity Groups formed to address issues in their communities including 
working for belonging and inclusion and preventing gun violence. 

●​ 4 youth groups applying Kingian Nonviolence in their communities.   
●​ 12 participants in the Kingian Nonviolence Level One training of trainers 

from the United States, Zimbabwe, Nigeria, and Cameroon. 
●​ 3 issues of a children’s resource, Agape Magazine, covering topics including 

Resisting War, Making Peace, and Pursuing Justice.  
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●​ 20 interns supported On Earth Peace’s programs, fundraising, and 
communications work. 

●​ 242 Brethren trained in Kingian Nonviolence towards our goal of 1000 
Brethren. 

●​ 92 trainings and events including Kingian Nonviolence introductions and 
advanced trainings, gun violence prevention organizing meet-ups, and 50th 
anniversary events.  

●​ 327 people participated in 50th Anniversary celebration events and 
fundraisers. 

50th Anniversary Recognition Awards to David Jehnsen and Barbara Date’ 

As we consider On Earth Peace’s 50 years and those whose legacy continues to move us 
in hope to the next 50 years, there are two people we would like to formally recognize- 
David Jehnsen and Barbara Date’.  Both of these people have contributed to the key 
frameworks that guide On Earth Peace’s work in organizing for conflict reconciliation 
and social change.  They have each served On Earth Peace and the Church of the 
Brethren, and many beyond the church, developing and walking with generations of 
leaders for justice and peace.   

David Jehnsen is the co-author of the Kingian Nonviolence Conflict Reconciliation 
curriculum we use in our Kingian Nonviolence training. We benefit from David's 
commitment to the practice of nonviolence and his commitment to institutionalize the 
practices of Kingian Nonviolence. 

Barbara is a regular consultant in our anti-racism work and our conflict transformation 
work. We benefit from Barbara’s personal life and leadership within the Church of the 
Brethren, especially related to her ongoing Ministry of Presence, compassionate 
listening, and healing towards evolving healthy relationships. 

Looking Ahead 

In 2025, we anticipate working with many of you to respond to the increasing political 
violence affecting our neighbors and communities.  We name our support and 
commitment to LGBTQ+ persons, to immigrants, to people of color, to those affected by 
gun violence, to those most directly harmed by state violence and war, and to all who 
yearn and work for a world free from oppression, violence, and war.  We will continue to 
provide training and accompaniment in Kingian Nonviolence and additional 
frameworks that support building Beloved Community.  We will continue to call on 
people of faith in the Church of the Brethren to be a living peace church. 
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2024 Financial Report 

Income: 

Individuals $221,767; 

Congregations $81,504; 

Program $35,610; 

Endowment Income $25,079; 

Special Events $43,628; 

Planned Giving $43,342; 

Other Contributions $7,442; 

Other Income $3,043; 

Total Income $461,415. 

Total Expenses $452,829. 

Net Operating Revenue $9,167. 

Unrealized Gain $80,665 

Net Revenue $89,832 
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Brethren Disaster Ministries 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 

… let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth – 1 John 3:18 
 
Every leader, volunteer group, and administrator has come with a wonderful attitude and will 
to work that is not often seen. BDM is a first-class organization with first class people from top 
to bottom. -- Shane Wirth, Habitat for Humanity of Pennyrile Region (Ky.) 
 
CDS is the “gold standard of childcare.” -- Red Cross liaison, California wildfire response (2025) 
 
These reflections from people who work with and observe Brethren Disaster Ministries’ 
(BDM) programs demonstrate that the staff and volunteers embrace and embody the call 
heard in 1 John. Their deeds and the truth are evident in how they live and all they do to 
bring healing, hope, and recovery to disaster survivors. Those who support BDM’s 
ministries through prayer, financial contributions, in-kind donations, advocacy, and 
volunteering at all levels join as cherished partners in our mission to show God’s love.  
 
Hurricane Helene struck Florida on Sept. 26, 2024, and moved north causing major 
flooding all the way to southern Virginia. It was a reminder of how devastating and 
unpredictable disasters can be but also highlighted the strength of the Church working 
together for our neighbor’s good. All of BDM actively responded to this catastrophic 
event, including Children’s Disaster Services (CDS) sending volunteer teams to North 
Carolina; multiple coordinating calls with the Southeastern and Atlantic Southeast 
Districts; volunteer and relief supply coordination with the Virlina District and North 
Carolina’s Camp Carmel; the purchase of special supplies such as mold remediation 
materials; and providing Emergency Disaster Fund (EDF) grants to support district level 
responses. The mission expanded when Hurricane Milton struck Florida two weeks 
later, compounding the damage from Helene and prompting the sending of additional 
CDS teams. Working together through Christ, the BDM network helped “bear one 
another’s burdens.” Home rebuilding in North Carolina is scheduled to start in the fall of 
2025. Hurricanes Helene and Milton were just two of many disasters and crises that BDM 
responded to in 2024..   
  
Children’s Disaster Services volunteers served in eight MARCs (multi-agency resource 
centers) in response to multiple tornadoes in the South Central, Midwest, and 
Southeastern US regions in the spring and summer of 2024 and also responded to one 
flooding event and four wildfires. In the fall, at the request of the Red Cross to care for 
children impacted by the hurricanes, three CDS teams served four weeks in shelters and 
a Family Assistance Center in the Asheville, N.C., area and two teams served in shelters in 
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the Tampa Bay, Fla., area. During the year CDS responded to 13 disasters, sending 68 
volunteers who served 729 child contacts. 
 
In early January 2025 wildfires in California stretched CDS to respond in multiple 
locations with four teams serving 515 children in the area in a little over a month. Spring 
tornadoes sent CDS to the plains states and Midwest to serve more children and families.  
 
The Rebuilding Program completed 22 months of service to families impacted by the 
2021 tornadoes in Dawson Springs, Ky. Additional support for this project site came from 
a Lowe's 2024 Winter Cycle Reconstruction Grant facilitated through NVOAD (National 
Voluntary  
Organizations Active in Disaster). In response to the deadly 2022 flooding in Eastern 
Kentucky, a BDM volunteer group served survivors for a week in April 2024 in Letcher 
County and a new long-term site opened there in the fall. BDM’s partner described its 
arrival in September as "perfect timing" because they were lacking volunteers just at the 
time that federal and state funding was becoming available to build new homes. 
 
Smaller responses included collaboration with the leadership in three districts in 
Pennsylvania to coordinate local flood responses in the Eastwick/Cobbs Creek 
neighborhood of Philadelphia and in York County. Two EDF grants were provided for the 
York County response to purchase materials installed by BDM volunteers and to support 
a local partner providing Disaster Case Management. 
 
Through our project sites, 39 families received support from 600 weekly volunteers who 
provided 4,636 hours of service on their homes. This free labor provided a cost savings of 
$1,242,077 to the families and local partners. Sixty-five disaster project leaders served in 
2024. 
 
Tragically, in 2024 international responses once again focused much more on 
supporting families impacted by violence, a human-caused crisis, than on natural 
disasters. In January 2025, the rebel group M23 invaded and occupied villages and cities 
in the Eastern DR Congo, displacing millions including Church of the Brethren members 
in North and South Kivu provinces. BDM is partnering with DR Congo and Burundi 
church leaders to help develop, support, and coordinate responses. In South Sudan 
political and ethnic violence has escalated to the brink of a civil war. BDM and Global 
Mission staff are working with leaders from the South Sudan mission to expand 
humanitarian response plans while supporting the mission. EDF grants are already 
supporting families displaced by this violence.   
 
A total of $564,000 in EDF grants funded war-related relief and recovery programs in the 
DR Congo, Lebanon, Nigeria, Palestine, South Sudan, and Ukraine. This was the first year 
that grants provided aid and relief to families impacted by the Israel-Hamas war in the 
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Palestinian territories and Israel’s attacks on Hezbollah in southern Lebanon. Smaller 
grants provided critical storm and flood relief in Burundi, the DR Congo, Dominican 
Republic, and South Sudan. Grants to partners in Mexico and the Dominican Republic 
supported the needs of refugees. Another area of ongoing focus is a response to the crisis 
in Haiti, including a failed government and sections of the country controlled by violent 
gangs, leaving families and congregations struggling to survive.  
 
The Nigeria Crisis Response (NCR), in collaboration with EYN (Church of the Brethren in 
Nigeria), received $225,000 in EDF funds in 2024. Amidst ongoing, and often increasing, 
violence and insecurity, NCR maintains its focus on sponsorship of camps for internally 
displaced people; supporting EYN refugees returning from Cameroon, food 
distributions; medical assistance; livelihood training centers for widows and orphans; 
seeds and fertilizer; new wells for drinking water; education assistance for orphan 
children; and home repairs for the most vulnerable.  
 
This ministry is only possible because the whole church is working together. Individual 
members and supporters, volunteers, churches, and districts are part of the body of 
Christ coming together to pray, serve, give hope, and help families heal. Through all this 
we pray more people come to God and know God’s amazing love. Together, living in deed 
and truth, we build the body and bear witness to God’s love for all.  
 
  Roy Winter, Executive Director for Service Ministries 

             
      On behalf of BDM staff: ​

​ ​ Jenn Dorsch-Messler, 
                ​ Sharon Franzén,  

Kim Gingerich,  
Carolyn Neher,  

                  ​ and Michael Scalzi 
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