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Pacific Northwest District
Church of the Brethren

Our District comprises the Church of the Brethren congregations throughout
Washington and Oregon, as well as the online congregation, Living Stream Church of
the Brethren. All who are members of any of these congregations form the body of our
District—the District is not separate from us, but rather we are the District in our
collective body.

The District serves to administer and coordinate the religious and business activities of
the Church of the Brethren within the bounds of the District. As enumerated in our
District constitution, there are four directives that further guide our District activity:

1. Facilitate connection amongmember congregations and camps within the district.

2. Support member congregations and camps in building denominational
connections.

3. Organize district-wide materials and program options for spiritual and
community edification.

4. Support member congregations and camps in their individual ministries and
operations.

Our annual District Conference is a meeting to which attendingmembers from the
District congregations come in order to give implementation to District purposes.
District Conference is the final authority of the District on polity, program, and
procedure. Additionally, our District Conference offers an opportunity for us to gather
together in fellowship, worship, and discussion.

Our District Board serves to manage and administer the work of the District throughout
the year. The Board is the legal agent of the District and is empowered to act on behalf of
the District Conference between annual gatherings, except for those actions specifically
reserved for the District Conference. This work is also supported by additional positions
working to further specific purposes and functions of the District.
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Pacific Northwest District
Church of the Brethren

Leadership Structure
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Map of our District Congregations
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SWPOC 7 Prompts Sharing & Listening Schedule
Pacific Northwest District Conference 2023

Credit: Art design by Devin Dixon-Rosario

SESSION 1

Time (minutes) Section—SWPOC 7 Prompts Part 1 Facilitator

9:30 - 9:40 am
(10min)

Introduction to the program,
purposes, cautions, and prayer

Harriet

9:40 - 9:45 am
(5min)

Reading the BELOVEDmodel Harriet

9:45 - 9:55 am
(10min)

Table sharing about BELOVEDmodel Harriet

9:55 - 10:00 am
(5min)

Full-group sharing about BELOVEDmodel Harriet

10:00 - 10:05
am

(5min)

PROMPT 1
Reading prompt as a full group, then time for

personal reflections

“Share your family’s origin story. Go back as
many generations as you know and start there.
Briefly share some of your family history/tree up

to your current family.”

“Selah” (Say-LAH) - To prepare us, as we
meditate on this reading, consider the word and
concept from the Hebrew Scriptures & Psalms: the
word “selah”means to “let your mind rest calmly

on that thought and take in the wisdom”

We will pause for a time of silence after reading
each prompt to reflect, pray, or take notes.

Barbara

10:05 - 10:25 am
(20min)

PROMPT 1
Triad sharing and listening

Harriet
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10:25 - 10:30 am
(5min)

PROMPT 1
Full-group sharing

Harriet &
Daniel

10:30 - 10:45 am
(15 min) BREAK

10:45 - 10:50 am
(5min)

PROMPT 2
Reading prompt as a full group, then time for

personal reflections

“Share a compellingmemory of when you became
aware of cultural, racial, or color differences.”

Selah…

Barbara

10:50- 11:05 am
(15 min)

PROMPT 2
Triad sharing and listening

Harriet

11:05 - 11:10 am
(5min)

PROMPT 2
Full-group sharing

Harriet &
Daniel

11:10 - 11:15 am
(5min)

PROMPT 3
Reading prompt as a full group, then time for

personal reflections

“Share the message Jesus has for you or us about
justice and racism. What does Jesus want you to
hear or see? What does Jesus call you or us to do

next?”

Selah…

Barbara

11:15 - 11:30 am
(15 min)

PROMPT 3
Triad sharing and listening

Harriet

11:30 - 11:35 am
(5min)

PROMPT 3
Full-group sharing

Harriet &
Daniel

11:35 - 11:40 am
(5min)

PROMPT 4
Reading prompt as a full group, then time for

personal reflections

“If you listen to Jesus’ call, what spiritual healing
or personal growthmight you have to do?”

Selah…

Barbara

11:40 - 11:55 am
(15 min)

PROMPT 4
Triad sharing and listening

Harriet



District Conference 2023 10

11:55 - 12:00 pm
(5min)

PROMPT 4
Full-group sharing

Closing prayer

Harriet &
Daniel

SESSION 2

Time (minutes) Section—SWPOC 7 Prompts Part 2 Facilitator

7:15 - 7:25 pm
(10min)

Welcome and prayer Daniel

7:25 - 7:30 pm
(5min)

PROMPT 5
Reading prompt as a full group, then time for

personal reflections

“If you are a white/dominant culture Brethren,
how can you support/stand with people of color
(POC)? If you are a POC, what does it mean for you

to stand with other people of color?”

Selah…

Barbara

7:30 - 7:45 pm
(15 min)

PROMPT 5
Triad sharing and listening

Harriet

7:45 - 7:50 pm
(5min)

PROMPT 5
Full-group sharing

Harriet &
Daniel

7:50 - 7:55 pm
(5min)

PROMPT 6
Reading prompt as a full group, then time for

personal reflections

“Imagine if things were different and there were
more racial justice. What do you envision?”

Selah…

Barbara

7:55 - 8:10 pm
(15 min)

PROMPT 6
Triad sharing and listening

Harriet

8:10 - 8:15 pm
(5min)

PROMPT 6
Full-group sharing highlights

Harriet &
Daniel

8:15-8:25pm
(10min)

BREAK
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8:25 - 8:30 pm
(5min)

PROMPT 7
Reading prompt as a full group, then time for

personal reflections

“What are you willing to sacrifice to achieve that
goal?”

Selah…

Barbara

8:25 - 8:35 pm
(10min)

PROMPT 7
Triad sharing and listening

Harriet

8:35 - 8:40 pm
(5min)

PROMPT 7
Full-group sharing Highlights

Harriet &
Daniel

8:40 - 8:55 pm
(5min)

Sharing takeaways and commitments Daniel

8:55 - 9:00 pm
(5min)

Sharing 1-2 sentence gems

Closing prayer

Harriet &
Daniel
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Standing with People of Color—7 Prompts
Personal reflections

1. Share your family’s origin story. Go back as many generations as you
know and start there. Briefly share some of your family history/tree up to
your current family.

2. Share a compelling memory of when you became aware of cultural,
racial, or color differences.
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Standing with People of Color—7 Prompts
Personal reflections

3. Share the message Jesus has for you or us about justice and racism. What
does Jesus want you to hear or see? What does Jesus call you or us to do
next?

4. If you listen to Jesus’ call, what spiritual healing or personal growth
might you have to do?
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Standing with People of Color—7 Prompts
Personal reflections

5. If you are a white/dominant culture Brethren, how can you
support/stand with people of color (POC)? If you are a POC, what does it
mean for you to stand with other people of color?

6. Imagine if things were different and there were more racial justice. What
do you envision?
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Standing with People of Color—7 Prompts
Personal reflections

7. What are you willing to sacrifice to achieve that goal?
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Business Session Agenda

I. Reviewminutes of the 2022 District Conference

II. Reports
A. Treasurer
B. Administrative Team
C. Board
D. Ministry Team
E. Standing Committee
F. Mission &Ministry Board
G. Camp Koinonia
H. CampMyrtlewood
I. District Disaster Response
J. Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership & Bethany

Theological Seminary
K. Discipleship & Leadership Formation
L. Other denominational reports discussion

III. 4:00 pm Order of the Day—Special report on “Breaking Down Barriers”
study committee

IV. Proposed new lease agreement with Camp Koinonia

V. Proposed 2024 budget

VI. Leadership slate

VII. Remembrances and recognition
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Minutes of the 2022 District Conference

Minutes of Meeting
Pacific Northwest District Conference

September 17, 2022

Participants:

Camp Koinonia: Kevin Eichhorn

CampMyrtlewood: MorganWoods

Ellisforde: Ken Vander Stoep; Debbie Roberts

Lacey: Carol Mason; Howard Ullery; Dianna Ullery

Living Stream: Bruce Rosenberger; Beth Galm; Gary Galm; Audrey Zunkel-de Coursey;
Trinket Eckler; Debbie Eisenbise

Olympic View: Glenn Brumbaugh; Michael O’Cain; Spencer Johnson; Harriet Koscho;
Dan Stern; Forrest Wilkinson

Springfield: Barbara Daté; Lani Wright; Samuel Brackett; Majeska Seese-Green

Peace: Patrick Fiegenbaum; Eileen Fiegenbaum; Doug Eller; Jan Eller; John Jones;
Sarah Kinsel; Marty Farahat; Ed Groff; Jean Keith Altemus; Terry Altemus

Sunnyslope: Carol Bowman; Ben Green

Wenatchee Brethren Baptist: Colleen Michael; Michael Rumley Wells

Whitestone: Daniel Klayton

Wildwood: Liz Ullery Swenson

Jeff Barker

TimMcElwee, 2023 Annual Conference Moderator
Stan Dueck, Brethren Faith in Action Fund
ShannonMcNeil Smith, Mission Advancement
Sam Locke, Bethany Seminary
Lynnae Rodeffer, Eder Financial
Michael Brewer-Berres, Brethren Volunteer Service
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Documents:

1. Conference Schedule
2. Business Session Agenda
3. Consensus Decision-Making
4. General Secretary Letter from David Steele
5. Moderator Letter from TimMcElwee
6. Church of the Brethren 2022 Annual Report
7. Eder Financial 2022 Report
8. Brethren Disaster Ministries 2022 Report
9. Bethany Theological Seminary 2022 Report
10. Brethren Volunteer Service 2022 Report
11. National Youth Conference 2022 Report

2-0 PNWD District Conference 2021 Minutes
3-1 PNWD 2022 Balance Sheet
3-2 PNWD 2022 Profit and Loss
4-0 District Executive Team Reports
5-0 District Board 2022 Report
6-0 Ministry Team 2022 Report
7-0 Standing Committee 2022 Report
8-0 District Disaster Response 2022 Report
9-1 Envisioning Team 2022 Summary Report
9-2 Envisioning Team 2022 Narrative Report
10-1 Constitution and By-Laws 2022 Revision (showing changes)
10-2 Constitution and By-Laws 2022 Revision (clean)
11-0 2023 Budget Overview

We began with introductions and brief reports from visitors associated with our
denominational partners: Sam Locke from Bethany Theological Seminary; Shannon
McNeil Smith from the Mission Advancement Team; Stan Dueck from the Brethren
Faith in Action Fund; Michael Brewer-Berres from Brethren Volunteer Service;
Lynnae Rodeffer from Eder Financial, fka Brethren Benefit Trust; and Frosty
Wilkinson from Brethren Disaster Ministry.

Michael O’Cain as meeting moderator introduced the consensus model, and gave the
invocation.

I. ReviewMinutes of 2021 District Conference Doc 2-0. The minutes were
adopted as read/written.
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II. Reports
A. Treasurer Doc 3-1, 3-2 Terry said the District is in fine shape, with more than
$20,000 in the District checking account. Our funds with Eder Financial have lost

about 7% for the year, but we have added funds from the sale of the Lacey church
building. Terry projects a loss of about $30,000 for 2022. A correction to page 2 of the
Balance Sheet should replace “#REF!” with “$509,470”. The Salkum Church, through
Carol Mason, has negotiated a higher monthly rent payment from East Lewis County
Head Start.
B. Administrative Team Doc 4-0 Glenn referred to the Team’s written reports,
and their continuing work to fashion a more functional model of conducting the
District’s affairs, and coordinating with other Districts. Colleen congratulated the
Council of District Executives and the Pastoral Compensation Committee for their
work in modernizing pastoral compensation. Lani discussed the Team’s work in
instructing pastoral candidates from other faith traditions to the Church of the
Brethren’s polity and practice. Carol supplemented her report that she recently
received a retirement letter from the pastor at Columbia Lakewood, and her ministry
with the Salkum community. Liz recounted her experience with the denomination,
which does not allocate funds so support church planting, but rather revival of
struggling congregations. Daniel mentioned the semi-monthly District prayer
gatherings begun this year, and his appreciation for the work of the District
Envisioning Team. Several people expressed positive opinions about the work of the
Team.
C. Board Doc 5-0 Howard referred the body to his written report as Board Chair,
and expressed his appreciation for the dedicated work of the members of the Board.
D. Ministry Commission Doc 6-0 Sarahmentioned the main work of the
Commission this past year in securing Sam’s ordination.
E. Standing Committee Doc 7-0 Debbie appreciates the opportunity to serve on
Standing Committee, and refers the District to her written report.
F. Camps: Koinonia andMyrtlewood. On behalf of Koinonia, Kevin said that they
served some 10,000 campers this past year and they’re looking forward to next year.
Bill Hershberger is stepping down from the Camp Board, and they will be naming a
newmember. Morgan reported for Myrtlewood that the year was really wonderful.
He’s been at Camp for five years, the last four as executive director. This year the stars
aligned, and they have an incredible staff, making this a fun year after several
learning years. Their numbers went way up this past year in part due to the pandemic
easing, and through the State program supporting the outdoor education experience.
They tore down Dogwood, and are about halfway through the fundraising for its
replacement. Improvements continue andmorale is high. He and his family are glad
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to make Myrtlewood their home. Reviews for Myrtlewood’s Family Camp this past
summer were positive.
G. Disaster Response Doc 8-0 In addition to his written report, Frosty said he has
a work crew of 10 people for a project in Okanogan County during the last week of
October. There is a national Disaster Ministry project set for Kentucky. There is a child
care training session in Portland set for October 14-15, 2022, and Frosty has
information on that for anyone interested.

III. Summary Report from Envisioning Committee Doc 9-1, 9-2 Colleen said the
committee visited with people from every church in the District. She expressed
gratitude for Howard’s help with the committee’s work, which developed the main
theme of connectedness among the Brethren in the District. There were no complaints
about District leadership, but a yearning for folks in the District to gather for fun and
recreation rather than business, along the lines of the Spring gathering. John also
mentioned the non-business gatherings (e.g., virtual Men’s Retreat, semi-monthly
prayer meeting), and the enthusiasm generated by those meetings. Michael thanked
the committee members for their good work in bringing this information together
and the seeds the report will plant in the minds of various members.

IV. Report on the status of the Living Stream/PNWD AC Query:
“Breaking Down Barriers – Increasing Access to Denominational Events”

Debbie mentioned the query in her Standing Committee report. There has been
resignation rather than enthusiasm at the denominational level for increased
access via technology. Debbie is optimistic that the people on the committee
named to study the query (Jean Davies, Brandon Grady, and Dan Poole) will do a
good job, and will come up with imaginative ideas and suggestions for greater
accessibility. Enten Eller is a consultant to the committee. Several people talked
about their experiences while meeting virtually, and the richness of private
conversations that occurred among virtual attendees. Virtual attendance also
enables people with physical limitations or people with young children or other
considerations to attend and participate.

V. Proposal to Adopt Revised District Constitution and By-Laws Doc 10-1, 10-2
Howard introduced and recounted the history of the revision to the District’s
Constitution and By-Laws. He worked with Glenn Brumbaugh and Daniel Klayton to
present the documents (redline and clean versions) in the meeting packet. Howard
surveyed the significant proposed changes, and Glenn and Daniel supplied
explanatory comments. There was discussion about the term “member” (Article V,
section 2) and what that means, or if there are sufficient safeguards in the proposed
changes. The 2022 Revision to the Constitution and By-Laws for Pacific Northwest
District Church of the Brethren was approved by consensus.
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VI. Leadership Slate for 2022-2023. Peggy Liley was introduced as the Board Chair
(two years). Debbie Roberts was proposed for Treasurer (three years). The Board will
continue its search for a professional bookkeeper. Terry Altemus has offered to assist
Debbie during her transition into the post. Glenn Brumbaugh was nominated for head
of the Ministry Commission (three years). The slate was approved by consensus.

VII. Proposed 2022-2023 Budget Doc 11-0 Terry observed that this budget is
similar to last year’s budget, and currently projects a $17,521.44 deficit. The line item
for Disaster Preparedness should be increased by $2,000 to cover expenses for a
national meeting of disaster coordinators. The line item for expenses for the Council
of District Executives (CODE) should also be increased because CODE is going to meet
in person in Florida this coming year. This will increase the budget deficit to
$19,521.44, plus the added expense of the CODEmeeting. The 2022-23 budget as
amended was approved by consensus.

VIII. Report of Congregational Changes
A. Lacey Community Church The Board received a letter from the Lacey
Community Church that it was dissolving and the assets of the church were being
transferred to the District.

The Lacey church will be removed from the list of congregations of the District. This is
the official notification to the District of that congregational change.

IX. Remembrances and Recognition. The following District leaders were
recognized in memoriam: Phil Norris, a former pastor and auctioneer.

Eddie Gardner is retiring as pastor of the Columbia-Lakewood Church effective
November 1.

Samuel Brackett was recognized on his ordination

Howard Ullery was recognized for his tenure as Board Chair, and the Board presented
him with a hand-crafted wooden fruit bowl.

Michael offered the benediction and the meeting was adjourned at 4:31.
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Standing Committee Delegate report

This was my third year as district Standing Committee representative. I felt that the
mood in the Standing Committee meetings, while still at times fraught with anxiety
and a sense that we can’t move forward without hesitation or a step back for every
(tentative) step made into the future, was still more positive than in previous years.

Moderator Tim’s opening statement to Standing Committee at Annual Conference
was repeated by him as his sermon (a replacement for what he had written) on
Tuesday evening (see: https://vimeo.com/843364969). Again, as he did throughout
the year, he made a case for us as a denomination to move away from our ongoing
conflict over our own “Statement on Human Sexuality.” His counsel, in essence, is
for us to agree to disagree, as we do on other issues. This certainly would be better
than our ongoing consternation, but it does not address the damage done by those
using faith to justify homophobia, transphobia, and the like. His suggestionmight be
onemore step in the right direction, or just an avoidance of conflict. We are, at least,
as a denomination speakingmore openly and positively about diversity, andmore
voices are calling for full inclusion of our LGBTQIA siblings.

2024Moderator MadalynMetzger’s opening remarks about the theme of the 2024
conference: “Welcome andWorthy” based on Romans 16:2 continue to move us to
more inclusion (see:
https://vimeo.com/843479638). Annual Conference elections yielded a good deal of
geographic, age, and gender diversity. We now for the first time have two
back-to-back female moderators. And our own Audrey Zunkel-DeCoursey was
elected to serve on the On Earth Peace board.

Business items that I would recommend we as a district should engage in some way
include:

A resolution regarding a repudiation of the “Doctrine of Discovery” that calls
us to explore some form of reparations. We as a district might want to enter
into conversations with Indigenous Peoples in our geographic area about
this.

Materials emerging from the work around the resolution regarding “Standing
with People of Color” are to be engaged by congregations, districts, and groups
of all kinds. Barbara Daté has been working with this group and has ideas about
how to facilitate these conversations. Materials can be found at:
https://www.brethren.org/swpoc/

On Earth Peace has a new gun violence prevention initiative and is asking
districts and congregations to find ways to engage in this work:
https://www.onearthpeace.org/gvp-cob
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In addition, at Annual Conference, we heard an interim report from the study
committee for the query from our district, “Breaking Down Barriers–Increasing
Access to Denominational Events.” They assured us that they are open to hearing
from any folk who have input or ideas that are pertinent to their work. The committee
elected last year: Jeanne Davies (pastor from IL and executive director of Anabaptist
Disabilities Network), Brandon Grady (POC pastor from PA and person who is blind),
and Daniel Poole (Bethany Seminary staff with a background in distance learning
from IN).

The four recommendations from Standing Committee’s work with On Earth
Peace (trying to reconcile misunderstandings between that agency and the
denomination) yielded several proposals in 2022 that brought forth actions
this year:

Work has begun through Standing Committee subcommittees to form
guidelines for covenants with denominational agencies (currently OEP,
Eder Financial, and Bethany Theological Seminary) and for dealing with
conflicts and concerns arising from relationships with agencies.

A decision was made to include definitions listed in a section of this year’s
Annual Conference booklet entitled “Polity, Position, Policy and Practice” in
the next revision of the Standing Committee Manual with hopes that a
glossary can be included in future editions of the denominational polity
manual.

A recommendation will be brought to the 2024 Annual Conference asking for
the next Review and Evaluation Committee (to be elected in 2025) to have a
longer tenure (4 years as opposed to 2) to look at structural and
organizational issues and suggest changes. A subcommittee on which I serve
brought this recommendation and will write a white paper to provide the
Review and Evaluation Committee with a starting point for their work. I will
continue to serve on that subcommittee for another year.

Through a short but intentional time of silent reflection and prayer, the
delegate body was given an opportunity to make the following confession
(passed by the 2022 Standing Committee): “Theological differences around
human sexuality have too often beenmanifested in bullying, violence, and a
general sense of dismissal toward one another and specifically toward our
LGBTQ+ brothers and sisters. Wemust redouble our efforts to live out these
differences, as individuals and through our systems of governance, in ways
that preserve the humanity, dignity, and deeply held spiritual convictions of
all. Harsh, dismissive, unloving, and unforgiving behaviors toward one
another cannot have a home among us. We recommend that a first step
toward healing be taken through Standing Committee leading a significant
intentional time of confession and repentance as part of Annual Conference
2023 around this specific point of failure in our relationships with one
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another.”

With this Annual Conference I concludedmy term of service on the Nominating
Committee. Two items of business came from Nominating Committee through
Standing Committee to this year’s delegate body which I helped present. Both were
passed: the establishment of new rules for nominations from the floor of Annual
Conference, and a study committee to consider issues of calling leadership to
national positions.

Thank you, again for the opportunity to serve PNWD and be about the work of the
wider church on our behalf. More about the work of the 2023 Standing Committee can
be found at:
https://www.brethren.org/news/2023/2023-standing-committee-makes-recommen
dations/

Respectfully submitted,
Debbie Eisenbise
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Mission andMinistry Board member report
Barbara Daté

Barbara Daté has been called as a Mission & Ministry Boardmember 2022 –

2026 (October, March and July annually on site, next meeting October

19-22,2023).

HIGHLIGHTS: a) Board Development Committee member (Purpose: “To

enhance the performance of the Mission and Ministry Board by

encouraging the calling of qualified candidates for board service;

providing team-building and training opportunities; and encouraging best

practices for board governance.”)

b) MMB Liaison Committee member for the Kingian Nonviolence Training

with On Earth Peace (OEP) team of Matt Guynn and Dr. Sherri Bevel who

are providing 16 hours of training for ALL MMB members by March 2024, c)

Young Adults on Fire special resource to their monthly meetings, d)

(initiated focus) MMB adopted the Lament of the Doctrine of Discovery,

sent to Standing Committee AC 2023, passed AC 2023 Cincy. (Find the

complete Resolution at

https://www.brethren.org/lament-doctrine-of-discovery/)

NB 6. Resolution - With Actions and in Truth: A Lament of the Doctrine of

Discovery Action of the 2023 Annual Conference:

Annual Conference adopted Standing Committee’s recommendation that

the Resolution - With Actions and in Truth: A Lament of the Doctrine of

Discovery be adopted with two amendments incorporated in the final

resolution. The following text from Page 181, Lines 17-30 incorporates

the amendments to the text in the 2023 Annual Conference booklet:

Recommendations

1.That the Church of the Brethren commit to ongoing advocacy, dialogue,

education, and relationship building regarding rights of Indigenous

peoples.

2. That invitations be extended to facilitators of the Blanket Exercise

from Kairos Canada to host sessions for Church of the Brethren leadership

and staff and to present at relevant church events, such as Annual

Conference.

3. That attendance of Church of the Brethren leaders and staff at the

National Native American Boarding School Healing Coalition’s conference

be funded. Attendees may include Dine’ members from the community in

Lybrook, N.M., Intercultural Ministries staff, and other denominational

leaders.
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4. That the Church of the Brethren consult with Indigenous organizations

and tribes to develop opportunities for congregations, districts, and the

denomination to consider some form of reparation following the

leadership of Native nations or organizations.

I have participated in most all of the Pacific Northwest District Board

Meetings (ex-officio) and PNWD & PSWD district conferences (2022 on)

October 9, 2023

Barbara Daté (paxdate@gmail.com)

Living on the ancestral lands of the Kalapuya Ilihi, a member of the Springfield CoB (PNWD) and the Madtown
Brethren Fellowship project (IL/WIDistrict)
PNWD conference BDMMB notes 2023 10 10
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District Disaster Report

The Pacific Northwest District continues to be active in responding to disasters in
Okanogan County due to wildfires in 2020. I assembled a team of 8 volunteers to work
the week of October 23 to 29, 2022. Joe andMerry Roy of Wenatchee Brethren-Baptist,
Karen Dunning-Wells and BobWells of Sunnyslope Church, Kristi Morris and Jerry
Bowers of Olympic View Community COB, and Frosty Wilkinson had a productive time
working out on the project. Kent Verbeck worked full-time doing the cooking for us all
week. We worked on the home of a member of the Colville Confederated Reservation,
painting the inside and siding on the outside, under direction from the Okanogan
County Long Term Recovery Group.

The week of April 2 through 8, another five of us volunteers from the district
continued in the work in Okanogan County. Our teamwas Peggy Liley of Whitestone
COB, Lani Wright from Oregon, Kevin Bowman andMary Carter Pringer from
Wenatchee, and Frosty Wilkinson from Olympic View.

The group joined together with the Washington Unit of Mennonite Disaster Services,
under direction from the Okanogan County Long Term Recovery Group. Several homes
were worked on, including the same one our group of eight worked on in October of
2022. The group ate and stayed together with the Mennonites and enjoyed getting to
know each other. One evening after supper, several gathered around the piano and
shared some hymns familiar to both Anabaptist Churches.

Peggy Liley, Mary Carter Pringer, and Kevin Bowman also volunteered with the
Mennonites to help out other weeks in the spring and summer. Kent Verbeck provided
the cooking for the Mennonite teams the week of June 25 to July 1, and cooked and
froze enoughmeals for the next week’s work.

In May, Brent Carlson and Frosty Wilkinson attended the meeting of the Brethren
Disaster Ministries District Disaster Coordinators of the whole denomination, in
Pennsylvania. The BDM has active projects going on in Dawson Springs, Kentucky, for
tornado response; and in Eastern Kentucky. If anyone is interested in learningmore
about these projects and/or volunteering to work, please contact Frosty or Brent. The
Brethren Disaster Ministries website has a lot of information available, and please
look at the BDM display at District Conference.

We continue to be in touch with the Washington Unit Mennonite Disaster Services in
order to participate in future local work due to continuing disasters.

Submitted by Frosty Wilkinson, District Disaster Co-Coordinator
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Brethren Disaster Ministries report
March 2023

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

The earthquake in Turkey and Syria, war and violence from Ukraine to Africa, and a US school
shooting are some of the things that have challenged BDM to respond creatively and prayerfully
to deep hardships and loss in 2022 and the beginning of 2023. Whether responding to a natural
disaster, violence, or other crisis, BDM staff and volunteers journeyed with survivors and
families toward recovery and hope, often transforming lives, in places like Waverly, Tenn.;
Uvalde, Texas; Dawson Springs, Ky.; and North Fort Meyers, Fla.

Encouragement for this ministry is found throughout the sacred scripture, such as Galatians 6:9a,
10a: “Let us not lose heart in doing good, . . . while we have opportunity, let us do good to all
people”. It is also found in our partners such as Pamlico County (N.C.) Disaster Recovery
Coalition, which shared: “[Not] only have you (BDM) helped to repair hurricane damaged
homes, but you have also helped to restore and mend broken hearts. The light you have shown,
and the relationships you have built with survivors and their families, will long have an impact
on them and their generations.”

Children’s Disaster Services (CDS) volunteers responded this past year with deep compassion to
the school shooting in Uvalde (Texas), floods, wildfires, and hurricanes. In Uvalde, specially
trained volunteers (Critical Response Childcare teams) supported children and families of the 19
children killed by a lone shooter. These volunteers had 385 contacts with children as they helped
them process the trauma and build resiliency in the face of this tragedy.

After Hurricane Ian made landfall in late September 2022, causing catastrophic damage along
southwest Florida, CDS volunteers were initially housed by rebuilding volunteers with homes in
the area. CDS teams served for six weeks in Florida shelters, with over 400 child contacts.
During 2022, a total of 86 CDS volunteers served 1,065 children on eight responses. CDS also
held three volunteer training workshops resulting in 40 newly trained volunteers, bringing the
total CDS volunteer base to 576 by year’s end.

In March 2022, the BDM rebuilding program network of volunteers finished four years of
repairing and rebuilding homes in the Carolinas following Hurricanes Matthew (2016) and
Florence (2018). The program transitioned to Waverly, Tenn., for the remainder of the year, in
response to devastating August 2021 flooding, when over 17 inches of rain fell in 24 hours. In
October, a three week short-term response supported new home construction in Dawson Springs,
Ky., where tornadoes destroyed around 650 homes in December 2021. Volunteer leadership on
the projects was provided by 47 disaster project leaders from across the country who served to
welcome and support 572 volunteers. The rebuilding program site moved to Dawson Springs,
Ky., in January 2023 to continue the tornado recovery with local partners.

A local hybrid response to the October 2021 tidal flooding in Maryland’s Somerset and
Dorchester counties was led by members of the Mid-Atlantic District, with support from BDM
staff, vehicles, and equipment. In 2022, two homes were repaired by 35 volunteers through a
grant award from
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Lowes Home Improvement and the National Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster
(NVOAD). This funding included $30,000 in Lowes Gift Cards to purchase construction
materials for the homes and $4,200 to support volunteer housing and meals. This work will be
completed in 2023.

In early February 2023, the world watched the rescue of survivors of the Turkey-Syria
earthquake that has taken move than 50,000 lives. BDM responded quickly with Emergency
Disaster Fund (EDF) grants to partners working in both countries. The quake adds to the list of
global catastrophes, including the Russian invasion of Ukraine in early 2022, resulting in a war
that has displaced more than 12 million Ukrainians and, reportedly, caused nearly 7,000
Ukrainian deaths by the end of 2022. BDM responded to this crisis with EDF grants (totaling
$215,000 in 2022) in collaboration with five key partners. Additional grants are expected early in
2023.

The BDM global response includes dual programs in Haiti that continue the 2021 earthquake
response, with $166,969 in funds, while also addressing the acute overlapping crisis caused by
the total collapse of the Haitian government. With severe hunger on the rise, a special program is
helping to provide food to vulnerable families in the communities around the Haitian Brethren
churches through a $39,000 grant. Smaller EDF grants supported global Churches of the
Brethren in Uganda ($27,500) and Venezuela ($10,000) with flood recovery programs, as well as
the South Sudan Mission ($11,000).

The Nigeria Crisis Response, a continued response to terrorism since 2014, provided support to
four camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs), food distributions, medical assistance,
livelihood training centers for widows and orphans, seeds and fertilizer, new wells for drinking
water, and home repairs for the most vulnerable. Additional EDF grants included support for
vulnerable Syrian refugees and Lebanese in Lebanon, continued hurricane and flood recovery in
Honduras, and support for programming of the Rwandan Church of the Brethren.

The total BDM programmatic expenses in 2022 were $1,676,048. This includes the expenses
from EDF allocations that support specific programs such as $274,393 for U.S. responses
(Rebuilding, CDS, etc.); $190,076 for the Nigeria Crisis Response; $281,469 for other Global
CoB partners; and $364,909 for all other global responses.

This ministry is only possible because the whole church is working together. Individual members
and supporters, volunteers, churches, districts, and the auctions are part of the body of Christ
coming together to pray, serve, give hope, and help families heal. Through all this we pray that
more people come to God and know God’s amazing love.

Thank you for your support and encouragement. You are an integral part of the body bearing
witness to God’s love for all who are lost and need Christ.

Roy Winter, Executive Director for Service Ministries
On behalf of BDM staff: Jenn Dorsch-Messler, Sharon Franzén, Kim Gingerich, and Michael Scalzi
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Selection of proposed new lease agreement with Camp Koinonia

LEASE AGREEMENT

THIS LEASE AGREEMENT (“Lease”) is entered into and effective as of this 30th day of
October , 2023 between Oregon Washington District of the Church f the Brethren ,
(“Landlord"), and Camp Koinonia Christian Camp and Retreat Center (“Tenant"). Landlord
and Tenant agree as follows:

1. LEASE SUMMARY.
a. Leased Premises. The leased commercial real estate ( “Premises") consists of
the real property legally described on the attached Exhibit A, including all
improvements thereon, and commonly described as 850 Camp Koinonia Lane Cle
Elum WA and Camp Koinonia Parcels..

b. Lease Commencement Date. The term of this Lease shall commence upon November
1, 2023 (the "Commencement Date”).

c. Lease Termination Date. The term of this Lease shall terminate at midnight on
the last day of the full month of November 2050.").

d. Base Rent. The base rent shall be (check one):
$ 1 00 / year.

.

e. Prepaid Rent. Upon execution of this Lease, Tenant shall deliver to Landlord the sum of
$ 27 as prepaid Rent, to be applied to Rent due for the duration of the Lease.

f. Permitted Use. The Premises shall be used only for nonprofit activity
compatible with Brethren Ministry., subject to applicable zoning and other laws, and for
no other purpose without the prior written consent of Landlord (the "Permitted Use”).

g. Notice and Payment Addresses.

Landlord: PO Box 5440 Wenatchee WA 98807LEASE AGREEMENT
(Single Tenant - Gross Lease)

Email:

TENANT:850 CAMP KOINONIA LANE CLE ELUM WA

Email:
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Notes



District Conference 2023 60

Notes



District Conference 2023 61

Notes


