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Our PNWD District 
 
Our District comprises the Church of the Brethren congregations throughout Washington and Oregon, 
as well as the online congregation, Living Stream Church of the Brethren. All who are members of any 
of these congregations form the body of our District—the District is not separate from us, but rather 
we are the District in our collective body.  
 
The District serves to administer and coordinate the religious and business activities of the Church of 
the Brethren within the bounds of the District. As enumerated in our District constitution, there are 
four directives that further guide our District activity: 
 
1. Facilitate connection among member congregations and camps within the district. 
 
2. Support member congregations and camps in building denominational 
     connections. 
 
3. Organize district-wide materials and program options for spiritual and    
     community edification. 
 
4. Support member congregations and camps in their individual ministries and 
            operations. 
 
Our annual District Conference is a meeting to which attending members from the 
District congregations come in order to give implementation to District purposes. District Conference 
is the final authority of the District on polity, program, and procedure. Additionally, our District 
Conference offers an opportunity for us to gather together in fellowship, worship, and discussion.  
 
Our District Board serves to manage and administer the work of the District throughout the year. The 
Board is the legal agent of the District and is empowered to act on behalf of the District Conference 
between annual gatherings, except for those actions specifically reserved for the District Conference. 
This work is also supported by additional positions working to further specific purposes and 
functions of the District.  
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PNWD Leadership Structure 
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Map of District Congregations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

1  Whitestone Community Church of the Brethren 

2  Ellisforde Church of the Brethren 

3  Olympic View Community Church 

4  Sunnyslope Church 

5  Wenatchee Brethren Baptist Church 

6  Larchmont Church of the Brethren 

7  WildWood Gathering 

8  Peace Church of the Brethren 

9  Springfield Church of the Brethren 

10 Living Stream Church of the Brethren    
       online 
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Consensus Decision-Making Model 
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Minutes of 2025 PNWD District Conference 

 

 

Minutes of Pacific Northwest District Conference 

Held Online and In Person at Camp Myrtlewood 

October 4, 2025 

Liz Ullery Swenson called the meeting to order at 9:43 a.m., and offered the 
opening prayer. Steve Kinzie presented us with two songs for the gathering. 

I.        Review consensus decision-making model 

We took some time to review the Pacific Northwest District Consensus 
Decision-Making Process, the grounding of the process in our stated values, and putting 
the process into practice with an exercise in choosing a pasta dish. 

II.       Review minutes of the 2024 District Conference 

The minutes of the 2024 District Conference were adopted with the addendum 
that the conference was held on line and in person at Camp Koinonia, respectfully 
submitted by Recording Secretary Patrick Fiegenbaum. 

III.      Reports 

A.       Standing Committee 

Patrick Fiegenbaum submitted a written report from this year’s Standing 
Committee (page 11 of the conference packet) and recapped the highlights. 

B.       Treasurer 

Daniel Klayton said the supporting documentation for the treasurer report begins 
at page 13 in the Conference packet. In summary, he outlined differences in spending 
between last year and this year. Expenses for 2025 were about 20% higher than in 
2024. The bulk of the increase came from expenses for District activities, and Annual 
Conference fees. Income was lower, mainly through the one-time contribution from the 
Olympic View Church in 2024. Our net operating income was -$27,000 for the year. We 
continue to receive payments from the sale of the Salkum building. Assets on hand total 
about $750,000. 

The proceeds from church building sales are being deposited to the general fund 
for the District. We don’t have a formal mechanism for moving funds from the District 
checking account to Eder Financial. 
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Kent Verbeck again asked about Balance Sheet line 11410 Camp Koinonia, 
money which his father made as a designated contribution many years ago. The Board 
decided to send those funds to Camp Koinonia to fund a scholarship account. Daniel 
said he will get in touch with the administrators at Camp Koinonia to arrange that 
transfer. 

C.​ District Executive 

Debbie Roberts reported that the Executive has been working on three major 
areas: The situation at Columbia Lakewood; getting District information out to the 
congregations; and transitioning the Executive’s mission to equipping the ministers of 
the District. Lani Wright expressed her enthusiasm for working with Debbie and Howard 
Ullery. Howard said that in his attendance at the Council of District Executives shows 
that our current structure is not fully serving our congregations. It may be that upon 
resolution of the Columbia Lakewood situation, anticipated to be done today, it will free 
up the time and energy of the Executive to be better able to serve the District. 

Majeska said that the Springfield congregation needs some direction for how it 
should interact with the District. 

D.       Board 

Peggy Liley reported on behalf of the District Board. She thanked Enten Eller for 
his work on tech support and issues. The Board has been in touch with the Larchmont 
congregation, and they hope to establish closer ties with them going forward. 

The Board has also been working on the closure of the Columbia Lakewood 
congregation and church, and that process continues. Peggy also thanked the Board 
members for their commitment and joy in their work. 

E.       Ministry Team 

Enten Eller reported that the Team has been working on the five-year process of 
maintaining current credentials for ordained and licensed ministers in the District and 
provide individuals with assistance for their personal situation. Lani Wright also 
recognized that October is the month we recognize Clergy, and asked those in 
attendance to identify themselves for recognition. 

Howard Ullery reported that Carol Mason’s son was killed in an auto accident late 
last month. He called Carol to express our support for her in this terrible time, and he 
plans to meet with Carol in person in the coming week. 

F.       Mission & Ministry Board 

Harriet Koscho reported from the Standing With People of Color Committee 
(SWPCC), and she will spearhead their efforts to create a new group and bring the 
committee’s work and priorities to the larger denomination. Their first task is to publicize 
SWPCC’s work, and motivate congregants to participate and become Racial Justice 
Advocates. Harriet shared a pamphlet that will be appended to the District Conference 
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packet about Racial Justice Advocates. There are also plans to create a Care Group, a 
Core Group and an On Fire Group for different levels of interest. More information can 
be found at brethren.org. 

Barbara Daté reported that Sarah Mason from Kansas and Pastor Eric Ramirez 
from the Lancaster congregation have joined Mission and Ministry Board.  

Barbara also detailed the creation of the Deportation Defense Response Team to 
provide legal assistance to Church of the Brethren members who have run afoul of the 
government’s crackdown on immigrants. See more about Matt’s presentation of the 
DDR below. 

Finally, she said that Mission and Ministry Board hold its annual meeting in Elgin 
later in October. They have a crowded agenda, including the state and future of the 
denomination and to discern whether to extend the General Secretary’s term. The 
District extends its gratitude to Barbara for her work  

G.​ Camp Koinonia 

Rick Verbeck reported that the Camp is thriving, with a full schedule of activities. 
Kevin recounted some of that the camp served about 14,000 campers over 310 camper 
days this year. Rick said that Camp Koinonia would like to negotiate an extension of the 
Camp’s lease with the District, and that would be a matter to take to the Board. 

H.​ Eder Financial 

Daniel Radcliff reported on the mission and work of Eder Financial and its 
programs to support congregations and clergy. More information, including how to 
access various programs is at ederfinancial.org. 

J.      Other Denominational Reports 

Matt Guynn from On Earth Peace made a presentation on Kingian Non-Violence, 
inviting people to learn about the concepts of KNV. The goal of OEP is to train 1,000 
Church of the Brethren congregations in its precepts, not as an end in itself, but as a 
way to build non-violence philosophy toward a self-sustaining movement. 

Matt also brought a report about the Deportation Defense Response Team 
(DDR). Four people are actively working on DDR with congregations that have been 
affected by the government’s work on wholesale deportations. Included in the 
presentation were objectives, details of Brethren congregants who have been detained, 
detained and released, and deported. We offered a prayer on behalf of all who have 
been affected. Also presented were the current initiatives that DDR is already involved 
in. 

On Earth Peace has been working with others to create a Legal and Mutual Aid 
Fund. At this time, the fund has received almost $60,000 with an additional $40,000 
needed to meet their initial goal of $100,000. After discussion, the District Conference 
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agreed to send an additional $18,000 to the DDR Team, in care of the Atlantic 
Southeast District. 

Nancy McCrickard, Mission Advancement Advocate, brought greetings from the 
national office and energetically outlined some of the events planned in the coming year 
from the various agencies and program providers for the denomination and some 
activities of the past year. 

Frosty Wilkinson presented his report on behalf of Brethren Disaster Ministries. 
BDM worked on various projects this year, including projects in Spokane; Elk, 
Washington; and Ashville North Carolina. BDM has also assisted Mennonite Disaster 
Relief on some of their projects. There is also a report from Roy Winter in the 
Conference packet detailing more work by Disaster Ministries. 

IV.       2026 Budget 

Daniel Klayton reported that the Proposed 2026 Budget is found in the final 
pages of the Conference packet. He made a correction to the Olympic View Building 
Sale income (line item 73050), which was received in 2025. The $204,301 on that line 
should be $4,301, and the total income for 2026 adjusted downward accordingly. 

Howard pointed out that the Standing Committee expenses do not show up on 
the budget. Daniel acknowledged that that was the case, but those expenses were 
included under Annual Conference. Daniel will separate out from Annual Conference 
and post that to the Standing Committee expense line. 

It was the sense of the meeting to adopt the Proposed 2026 Budget as presented 
and entrust the adjustments to be reviewed and finalized by the District Board. 

V.        Columbia Lakewood 

Peggy Liley presented the Board’s recommendation to the District Conference 
that the Columbia Lakewood congregation be disorganized and the Board manage the 
final disposition of the property and the contractual obligations remaining with the child 
care center and the congregation currently meeting at that building. 

The Church of the Brethren Manual of Organization and Polity sets a process for 
dis-organizing, or closing, a congregation. The process includes a committee’s 
examination of the situation and, upon acceptance of the findings, a recommendation by 
the District Board to the District Conference for final action. 

In the fall of 2024, the handful of faithful, dedicated folks of the Columbia 
Lakewood Community Church reached the point where maintaining the body was no 
longer viable. Research by the District Board confirmed the reality, so the Pacific 
Northwest District Board recommends that the 2025 District Conference act to formally 
dis-organize the Columbia Lakewood Community Church. 

The recommendation comes with the Board’s recognition of and appreciation for 
the faithful ministry of the congregation from its formation in 1951. With affirmation of 
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the recommendation, the Board will proceed with plans to sell the property pending the 
resolution of issues with groups holding building use agreements with the Columbia 
Lakewood congregation. 

It was the sense of the meeting to accept the recommendation of the District 
Board to disorganize the Columbia Lakewood congregation and to authorize District 
leadership to take the necessary steps to complete the disorganization of the Columbia 
Lakewood congregation. 

VI.      Annual Conference Webcast Proposal 

Enten Eller presented a proposal from the Board authored by himself and the 
Living Stream Church of the Brethren to contact the Annual Conference Office about 
webcasting Annual Conference for the next two years, 2026 and 2027. Included in that 
presentation was the history of webcasting of the conference, the cost of streaming, and 
so forth. Enten’s proposal is to approach the Annual Conference Office with a proposal 
to stream Annual Conference at no net cost to the Annual Conference Office. The 
webcast would be available at no charge to people who want to attend remotely. 

In addition, the proposal to the Annual Conference Office would also include an 
offer to assist 10 congregants from the Pacific Northwest District with a stipend 
($1,000?) to attend conference in person. This would be designed to allay possible 
fears at the Annual Conference Office that people would attend virtually rather than in 
person if the webcast is made freely available. 

Living Stream has already pledged $2,000 toward the costs. The District and 
other interested parties could pick up the remainder of the cost.  

____________ 

The date of the next District Conference will be determined at worship on 
Sunday. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Patrick Fiegenbaum 
Recording Secretary  

 



   District Conference 2026        15 

2027 Budget Proposal 
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Financial Report—Profit & Loss 
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Financial Report—Balance Sheet 
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District Disaster Response Report 
 
 
Report for 2026 PNW COB District Conference from District Disaster Co-Coordinator: 
 
 
I have not been active in organizing volunteers this past year. Usually, I am more successful in getting 
a team together if I go along. My recovery from shoulder replacement is progressing well, and I will 
soon be recruiting. I keep in touch with Mennonite Disaster Service, which is involved with recovery 
from recent destructive fires and floods. I am confident that our Brethren volunteers will be welcome 
to join with them. The national program of Brethren Disaster Ministries is active in the Eastern US in 
rebuilding from Hurricane Helene. It seems to me that it makes sense to work locally in Washington 
and Oregon rather than spend our limited funds to fly across the country. 
 
Speaking of funds, we do need to build up the District Disaster fund, to support meals and 
transportation for future disaster volunteers. Donations are always welcome. 
 
Submitted by Frosty Wilkinson 
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Church of the Brethren Annual Report 
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Mennonite Insurance Services 
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Eder Financial Report 
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On Earth Peace Report 
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McPherson College Report 
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Brethren Volunteer Service Report 
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Brethren Disaster Ministries Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
 

… Serve one another humbly in love (Gal. 5:13 NIV) 
… Love your neighbor as yourself… (Mark 12:31 NRSVUE) 

Serve the Lord with Gladness…. (Psalm 100:2 NRSVUE) 
 
 

These verses exemplify the love and service that flow from the volunteers, supporters, and 
partners of Brethren Disaster Ministries (BDM) as we bring hope and healing to survivors of 
disasters in the US and around the world. We are grateful for all who support our ministry in 
varied ways: leaving home to serve in a different community, providing practical support at 
home to enable others to travel, praying for our ministry and those who serve and are served, 
providing financial or in-kind donations, advocating for the work that we do—there are so many 
ways that your compassion and dedication are indispensable to our ministry.  
 
The primary 2025 location for the BDM Rebuilding Program was in Eastern Kentucky helping 
families impacted by the 2022 flooding in the area. Volunteers repaired homes and built new 
homes on reclaimed mining land in higher ground communities. This work, with partner 
HOMES Inc., was completed in March 2026, ending BDM’s three-year plus work in Kentucky 
in response to flooding and tornadoes. Two 2025 short-term responses served survivors of 2024’s 
Hurricane Helene in North Carolina and Tennessee. Hurricane Helene recovery will be the main 
focus for the Rebuilding Program during 2026 and possibly longer. The need is still great, and 
recovery is expected to last for years.  
 
In December 2025, a new Construction Assessment Team was formed after the initial team 
training was held in Allegany County, Md., in an area that experienced flooding in May 2025. 
This team of five is now equipped to deploy to disaster impacted areas where they can perform 
damage assessments on homes to determine the work and cost needed to complete repairs. The 
training also led to a partnership with the long-term recovery group, resulting in a one-week 
BDM response in April/May 2026.  
 
Children’s Disaster Services (CDS) responded to seven disasters in 2025, sending 61 volunteers 
to care for a total of 759 children. Critical Response Childcare Teams cared for children in 
January after a truck attack in New Orleans, La., and in July after catastrophic flooding in Texas. 
When wildfires devastated large areas of the Los Angeles, Calif., region in January, CDS sent 
three volunteer teams to serve in Multiagency Resource Centers (MARCs) and one team to a 

 



   District Conference 2026        49 

Local  Assistance Center (LAC). They cared for 515 children in five weeks. After multiple 
tornadoes passed through Missouri in April and May, CDS responded with four teams to three 
MARCs, a shelter, and a Disaster Assistance Center. In mid-September, a CDS team from La 
Verne, Calif., responded for one day to a LAC after a fire in Sonora. In December, after heavy 
rains caused flooding and evacuations in Washington, CDS responded with a local team, serving 
in two shelters for a total of four days.  
 
BDM’s international disaster response supports relief and recovery for global churches and 
partners following natural and human-caused disasters, including in conflict areas. In 2025, 
nearly 16 percent of global Emergency Disaster Fund (EDF) grants ($163,350) were in response 
to natural disasters, including flooding and storm damage in Venezuela and Uganda. When 
Hurricane Melissa brought extensive damage in the Caribbean in the fall, a unique opportunity 
emerged to support churches in Cuba with emergency relief through their relationship with the 
Church of the Brethren in Venezuela. An EDF grant also supported agricultural recovery 
programs of the Church of the Brethren in Haiti following the storm, in areas that received little 
international attention.  
 
The majority of international grants in 2025 supported responses to conflict by Global Church of 
the Brethren Communion members in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Nigeria, 
and the Church of the Brethren Mission in South Sudan. The ongoing conflict in the DRC 
between the national army and the M23 rebel group has created destruction, chaotic conditions, 
economic hardship, and food insecurity which spilled over to the neighboring countries of 
Rwanda and Burundi, with the latter receiving many refugees. EDF grants have helped Brethren 
leadership in DRC and Burundi to serve church members and neighbors. In South Sudan, BDM 
has partnered with the Global Mission office on strategic planning, while concentrating on 
humanitarian relief to support families impacted by flooding as well as escalating conflict 
between the two major power groups in the government.  
 
The Nigeria Crisis Response, a partnership between the Church of the Brethren and Ekklesiyar 
Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, Church of the Brethren in Nigeria) since 2014, provided food and 
agricultural distributions, medical assistance, livelihood training centers for widows and orphans, 
new wells for drinking water, education assistance for orphan children, trauma workshops, and 
home repairs for the most vulnerable during 2025, and continuing through 2026.  
 
Several staffing changes early in 2026 saw Michael Scalzi retiring as the CDS program assistant 
and Jenn Dorsch-Messler resigning to work with another disaster response organization. We 
expect new staff to be in place by the time of the district conference.  
 
Toward the end of 2025, with the help of a Lilly Foundation planning grant, BDM gathered a 
broad range of information about its current work and impact, helping it to envision how its 
ministry could be improved and extended. This served as the foundation for a strategic planning 
process which in turn led to the application for and receipt of a three-year Lilly Foundation 
implementation grant. This grant will support the strategic plan’s goals of strengthening BDM’s 
US programs and increasing volunteer participation. While these funds focus on program 
improvement and growth, continued support from individuals, congregations, and districts will 
be key for ongoing operations.  
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Brethren Disaster Ministries’ mission to share Christ’s compassion and transform lives by 
working toward recovery and healing for disaster survivors is only possible because of the 
faithful support and sharing of God’s bounty of all who partner with us through donations of 
time, talent, treasure, and prayer. We are humbled and thankful for your commitment, 
compassion, and generosity.  
 

 
        Roy Winter, Executive Director for Service Ministries  
        On behalf of BDM staff: Sharon Franzén, Kim Gingrich,  
                                          and Carolyn Neher 
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General Secretary Letter (English) 
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General Secretary Letter (Spanish) 
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Annual Conference Moderator’s Letter 
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Annual Conference 2027 
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Office of Ministry Letter 
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Bethany Theological Seminary Report 
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Calls to Action—Annual Conference Resolutions 
 
 

NB 1. RESOLUTION ON WEAPONS TRANSFER 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

●​ At the individual level: 
1. That individuals educate themselves and others about the impacts of the US 
arms trade and our biblical call to peacemaking. 
 
2. That individuals reflect and pray about the effects of US weapons transfers 
around the world, and how best to move society and government down a less 
militaristic path. 
 
3. That individuals who own investments, including retirement accounts and 
pensions, divest from the arms industry. Annually, Eder Financial compiles lists 
of the top twenty-five publicly traded defense contractors and all publicly traded 
companies where more than ten percent of their revenue comes from contracts 
with the US Department of Defense. Following these guidelines, individuals 
should divest from companies that have more than a minimal involvement in 
weapons production whether or not they derive the majority of their profit 
through military contracts. 
 
4. That individuals contact their elected representatives and participate in 
nonviolent direct action to oppose US weapons transfers. 
 
 

●​ At the congregational and district levels: 
1. That congregational and district leadership provide resources and 
encouragement for church members to learn about, reflect on, and take action 
on the concern of US arms transfers. 
 
2. That congregations and districts divest from companies that have more than 
a minimum involvement in weapons production, including those that derive the 
majority of their profit not through military contracts. 
 
 

●​ At the denominational level: 
1. That the Church of the Brethren, through the Office of Peacebuilding and 
Policy, engage in ongoing research, education, and advocacy against US arms 
transfers and the defense industry 
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2. That Annual Conference agencies and other Church of the Brethren-related 
organizations divest from companies that have more than a minimal 
involvement in weapons production, including those that derive the majority of 
their profit not through military contracts, referring to the lists compiled from 
Eder Financial. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

NB 3. RESOLUTION - WALKING TOGETHER: IMMIGRATION, 
PEACEMAKING, CONSCIENCE, AND SUPPORTING OUR 

NEIGHBORS 
 

CALLS TO ACTION 
 

●​ For individuals: 
○​ Learn and listen 

■​ Read immigrant and refugee stories. 
■​ Listen with humility and respect. 
■​ Learn about cultures, histories, and experiences. 

○​ Speak with care 
■​ Challenge harmful stereotypes with truth and grace. 
■​ Use language that honors dignity. 
■​ Share accurate information with compassion. 

○​ Show up consistently 
■​ Volunteer regularly, not just once. 
■​ Accompany families when invited. 
■​ Build relationships rooted in trust. 
■​ Understand that civil disobedience may be necessary. 

 
●​ For congregations: 

○​ Pray and reflect 
■​ Pray for immigrant families and communities. 
■​ Include immigrants in congregational prayer. 
■​ Reflect on the biblical call to welcome the stranger and to work for 

justice. 
○​ Offer welcome and support 

■​ Greet and acknowledge immigrant neighbors. 
■​ Help with forms, school questions, or appointments. 
■​ Offer rides, childcare, or translation, when possible. 
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■​ Understand that civil disobedience may be necessary and support 
church members who prayerfully participate in such actions. 
 

●​ For districts: 
○​ Give resources 

■​ Donate food, clothing, school supplies, or gift cards. 
■​ Support trusted local and national organizations. 
■​ Share resources collectively for greater impact. 

○​ Bear the cost 
■​ Accept inconvenience, misunderstanding, or criticism. 
■​ Share power, space, and leadership. 

 
continued on next page 

continued from previous page 
 

■​ Remain faithful when support requires sacrifice. 
■​ Understand that civil disobedience might be necessary and support 

congregations’ prayerful participation in such actions. 
 

●​ For the denomination: 
○​ Advocate courageously 

■​ Speak up when policies harm families. 
■​ Contact leaders and institutions respectfully. 
■​ Use voice and position to act for justice. 

○​ Stand in solidarity 
■​ Be publicly supportive of immigrant communities. 
■​ Attend prayer services, vigils, or community gatherings. 
■​ Choose presence, even when uncomfortable. 
■​ Understand that civil disobedience might be necessary and support 

parts of the denomination, including staff, who prayerfully participate in 
such actions. 
 

●​ For reflection: 
○​ Annual Conference statements on peace and justice. 
○​ The 2007 “Separate No More” Annual Conference paper (on racism and unity). 
○​ Church of the Brethren positions on immigration, refugee support, and 

nonviolent action. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



   District Conference 2026        67 

Notes 
​
​
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